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During preceding reigns, an actress whose performance had
attracted the notice and received the approbation of royalty
would have been honored with magnificent testimonials of that
approbation. From the gracious Marie Antoinette she would
have received several costly dresses, to which Madame Ade-
laide (the daughter of Louis XV.) would have added a set of
jewels. The generous Josephine would have sent, through
one of her chamberlains, a magnificent tiara; Queen Hortense,
an Indian shawl; and, ceries, the Emperor Napoleon would
not have failed to send a page bearing a present gift of five
hundred louis, and a deed of pension of at least six thousand
francs. We have recorded the simple offering of the Duchess
of Orleans. On the day after the king's visit to the theatre,
a footman in the royal livery brought Mademoiselle Rachel a
present of one thousand francs from his majesty. Times were
changed; the court of the citizen king was less lavish or less
rich than that of his predecessors on the throne, and the royal
gift was held to be munificent; it was, moreover, the first that
had been bestowed on an actor or actress since the advent of
Louis Philippe.
Great indeed must have been the astonishment of Rachel
herself at this unexpected and extraordinary success. It was
not as though she had won the favor of an intelligent public
at her first appearance. She had been playing for months
with the negative success resulting from the applause of the
herd of low and unappreciating co-religionists, who had en-
couraged her more from esprit de corps than real admiration,
and she found herself transferred suddenly into another sghere,
and receiving the homage and plaudits of the most refined,
difficult, and exacting audience in the world.
On the 1st of October her engagement of three years at 4000
francs per annum was voluntarily canceled by the grateful
committee of management, and renewed at the rate of 8000
francs per annum. Until the year 1840, this was deemed
enormous, as the extravagant salaries now paid to favorite
artists had never yet been heard of, and the system of starring
and the exacting demands of those petted autocrats were un~
known. The invention belongs exclusively to the English and
Americans, and has proved a baneful one to both the public

